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Part I:  General Information

· Description of town

- Short history and location
	Iasi has stood for centuries as the most important political, economic, social and cultural centre north-east of Romania. Owing to its location, Iasi was the crossroads for the main trade routes coming from Poland, Hungary, Russia and Constantinoples. The first written evidence of the economic importance of Iasi and also of its very existence comes from a 1408 charter by which the Moldavian ruler Alexandru cel Bun (Alexander the Good) granted commercial privilege to the Polish merchants of Lvov. 

On the other hand, the same geographical location proved disadvantageous from a military point of view: the town and the whole region had to face innumerable attacks especially of the Tatars and Turks. A 15th century Moldavian ruler, long-celebrated for his courage (he won over 40 battles) and for his religiousness (after each battle he had a monastery built) was Stefan cel Mare (Stephen the Great), a name you will find in many institution and street appellations. 

At the middle of the 16th century Iasi became the capital of Moldova (Moldavia) and witnessed, for the next three centuries, some of the greatest historical events. The first, though short, union of the three Romanian historical provinces was sanctioned in Iasi in 1600. The famous 1848 Revolution, which was to spread all over the country, burst out here. Iasi was also the place where the first Romanian higher education institution was founded, Academia Mihaileana, and the first newspaper in Romanian was issued.

The picturesque position of Iasi, its spreading over seven hills, determined the Italian Marco Bandini (1644) to call it ‘a new Rome’.

Stylish, cozy and richly rewarding, Iasi is brimming with history and art. The impressive number of interacting scientific and cultural institutions (seven universities, over sixty schools and high schools, a branch of the Romanian academy with several research institutes, three theatres, an opera, a philharmonic, dozens of museums and art galleries, libraries, several publishing houses, many radio and TV stations, cultural centres of main European countries, all in a 400,000-inhabitant town) explain why Iasi is considered to be ‘the cultural capital city of Romania’. This expression was first used at the inauguration of our University in 1860.


- Main local/cultural events
	· The National Book Fare – April

· Romanian-French Music Festival (“Fête de la musique”) – May

· "Cucuteni 5000" – Ceramics Fair - May/June and October

· The Beer Festival - June

· The Romanian Folk Music Festival for Children “Catalina” – July or August

· The Fashion Week – 1 week in October

· The City of Iasi Festival (St. Paraschiva Days, the patron saint of Iasi) - Religious and Cultural Festivities 14 October

· "Dies Academicus" of the Alexandru Ioan Cuza University - 26 October (conferences, symposia, etc.)


- How to reach town (links from the nearest airport, train or coach stations)

	Your place of arrival in Romania will be, most likely, the Otopeni Airport near Bucharest. You can take a taxi/bus from the airport to the North Railway Station (Gara de Nord) in Bucharest, from where all the trains to Iasi leave. There are several trains every day from Bucharest to Iasi. The best choice, due to the comfort provided, would be the IC (Intercity) train. The trip by train takes about 6 hours with the IC and about 7 hours with the Rapid or Accelerate trains.
For information about train schedule and ticket prices in Romania you can visit the web page www.infofer.ro.

Tips: It is always advisable to buy a 1st class train ticket. Train schedule can always suffer small changes, so it is better to buy a ticket directly from the railway station and not to make a reservation before arrival. The cost of the taxi from the airport to the railway station can be outrageously high if you take a private taxi (a car that is not registered with any taxi company, even if it bears the label “taxi”).

If you decide to take the plane, you should know there are two air companies that have flights to Iasi: Tarom Airways and Carpatair. 

Tarom Company has two internal flights per day. The trip from Bucharest to Iasi takes about one hour. If your flight to Iasi is part of an international Tarom flight (e.g. Rome-Bucharest-Iasi), the trip Bucharest-Iasi will be free of charge.

Carpatair Company has one internal flight per day, from Monday to Saturday. International Carpatair flights only come from Italy (cities: Torino, Bologna, Florence, Milano, Rome, Venice, Verona, Ancona) and from Germany (cities: Dusseldorf, Munchen, Stuttgart) with one stop in Timisoara. 

Tips: When you reach Bucharest (Henri Coanda International Airport) and you must change planes for Iasi, don’t forget to pick up your luggage and do the check-in again. Also, it is advisable to buy your plane ticket from a travel agency, where you can be advised about the lowest prices and the most convenient flights.

A third possibility to reach Iasi is the minibus (maxi-taxi). There are several minibus stations near the North Railway Station (Gara de Nord) in Bucharest. There are at least 4 trips to Iasi organised per day. The trip takes about 6 hours.

Tips: If you have a lot of luggage, the trip by minibus is less recommended, especially if there are many passengers.


- Transport in town (brief information on the main means of transport available)

	Iasi has a good local transport system: trams, buses, minibuses and trolley-buses. 


· Short Description of the Organising Institution

	Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iasi, the first university in Romania, was inaugurated on 26 October 1860. Organised according to modern conceptions, the university is one of the main outcomes of the institutional renewal in Romania during Alexandru Ioan Cuza’s reign, in an époque characterised by both a spectacular revival of national pride and determined steps of the Romanian state along with and towards an evolving modern Europe.

With almost 40000 undergraduate and postgraduate students and almost 2000 doctoral students currently registered, the University provides at present one of the fullest ranges of classical education available in Romania. There are 15 faculties: Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Economics and Business Administration, Geography-Geology, History, Law, Letters, Mathematics, Orthodox Theology, Catholic Theology, Psychology and Education Sciences, Philosophy, Physical Education and Sports, and Physics, plus the Centre for European Studies. All faculties offer Master's and PhD degrees. 

The present building of the University, dominating the area of Copou hill, came into use in 1897 and some other buildings, as well as a new wing, have been added over time. Several research units have also appeared in the meantime: "Mihai Eminescu" Central University Library, the Botanical Garden, the Museum of Natural History, the Computer Centre, the Marine Biology Research Unit of Agigea (at the Black Sea), the Biological Research Unit of Potoci (in the Carpathian Mountains), etc. Since 1990, the University has had its own publishing house and printing press.


· Accommodation 
- short description of the accommodation offered (hotel, apartments, student halls, others; if there are 

cooking facilities) and on the rent to be paid per week

	Accommodation for Erasmus students in Gaudeamus Centre for International Exchanges (University Residence Hall, 17 Codrescu Street, tel.: +40 232 201077, fax: +40 232 201201, administrator: Mrs. Teodora Tanasa) is guaranteed on request. Gaudeamus Centre is situated on campus, within walking distance from the main University Building, the University Library and the students’ cafeteria. Places are available in double or triple rooms, fully furnished, including with a TV set and a refrigerator. Each room has a private bathroom and a little balcony. For an average tax laundry can be done at request. On each floor there is a kitchen fully equipped for cooking. The fee to be paid is 490 lei/month for a place in a double room or in a triple room. It is not possible to choose a single room. For accommodation periods shorter than one month the fee to be paid is 50 lei/night for a place in a double room or in a triple room.

In order to arrange for your accommodation in this hostel (actually a two-star hotel) you are kindly asked to fill in the reservation form in due time for student accommodation: you may either contact us or download it from our website (see www.uaic.ro). On arrival you will be given the key to your room from the Reception Desk of the residence.


· Meals
- short description on the services offered (university canteens, restaurants, bars, others)

	You can cook your own meals (Gaudeamus offers facilities for cooking) or eat at the university student cafeteria ("Titu Maiorescu" Canteen). This cafeteria is situated on "Titu Maiorescu" campus, near the main University building. There are also other pizzerias and restaurants in the area (including the Gaudeamus Restaurant), where prices are a little higher.


· reception of students

- Meeting point (place, date and time of first meeting - for each course where different)

	The first meeting of the EILC students usually takes place in the Senate Hall of “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University (Building A, 2nd floor, in the Rectorate), at 10 o'clock a.m. on the first day of the course. EILC Erasmus students will meet the Erasmus coordinators and the professors with whom they will be working during the course.


· extra mural activities

- Site visits
	Students, together with their tutors, will visit the most important monuments of art in Iasi (The Palace of Culture, The Union Museum, Pogor House, Ion Creanga's Memorial House, to name but a few) as well as the most important religious sites. Iasi is extremely rich in religious monuments of all ages, from the Middle Ages (the ‘embroidered’ Church of the Three Hierarchs) to the modern times (the Metropolitan Church). Trips can be organised to all sites of tourist attraction. They can also visit the beautiful sites around the City (Ciric lake and forest; Birnova, Bucium and Poieni Forests). Trips can be organized to the famous chain of monasteries in Northern Moldavia. Most of these are painted monasteries dating back to the 15th – 16th centuries. To give just a few examples: the Monastery of Voronet is unique in the world due to the mysterious origin of its deep-blue colour and to the painting of the “Last Judgement” on its western exterior wall; the Monastery of Putna has a powerful symbolical meaning for the Romanian people because it was built by the most famous Moldavian ruler, Stefan cel Mare (Stephan the Great), whose grave is also hosted by Putna; the Monasteries of Sucevita, Moldovita, Dragomirna, Arbore, Bistrita, Agapia, Varatec and many others are all beautifully-painted unique monuments of art and religion.


- Sports facilities (Swimming, Tennis, Gymnasium; opening days and available information)
	The University has a Sports Centre (volley-ball, gymnastics, basketball, handball, fitness) and outdoor sport grounds (handball, basketball, football): Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Building D, underground floor. There are also many possibilities in the city to do sport activities (aerobics, swimming, sauna, massage, skiing on Copou Hill in winter time, etc.); many aerobics and fitness private clubs.


- Entertainment (Cinema, Theatre, etc.; brief information on places and student facilities)

	Iasi is considered to be the first and the oldest cultural capital of modern Romania, playing host to unique monuments of art (The National Theatre, the Philharmonic, the Opera House, the Palace of Culture, The Trei Ierarhi Church). With its more than 200 monuments of architecture and art (both religious and laic), museums, memorial houses, theatres, art galleries, parks, a Botanical Garden, Iasi is a museum in itself, ranking among the most attractive tourist sites of Romania. The usual museum visit hours are between 10 a.m – 5 p.m.//9 a.m.-3 p.m., from Tuesday to Sunday. Between September and July, there are 10 shows staged every week (except on Wednesdays) in the two halls of “Vasile Alecsandri” National Theatre ; the programme is changed every two weeks. The same schedule applies for the “Moldova” Philharmonic Orchestra of Iasi. In the three main cinemas of the city, the latest films are on at each cinema for one week. All the year long there are a lot of concerts of famous Romanian singers and bands in the main discos of Iasi. There is a wide range of restaurants, cafes and pubs, and Internet cafes all over the city. The Students’ House (Casa Studentilor) organises conferences, shows, symposia, literary and musical evenings, theatre plays staged by students, meetings with artists and scientists. Students also have the possibility to participate in the various programmes organised by the French and German Cultural Centers and by the British Council, which are all very close to the University main building.


Part II: Course(s) description
Course no:  1
level: 
I: Beginner course



 FORMCHECKBOX 

II: Intermediate course



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	From...
	To...

	Period:


	31 August 2009

	25 September 2009


· Language component

- Short Description of language component: objectives and teaching methods 

	This course aims at acquainting students with general main aspects of Romanian phonetics (standard pronunciation), morphology (an operational perspective on the morphological system of the Romanian language), syntax and phraseology (common structures, syntagmatic levels), vocabulary (focus on fundamental vocabulary). The most efficient methods will be used in order to ensure the participants' communicative and linguistic competence: analytical - descriptive, notional - situational, pragmatic – operational methods.


- subject-specific language elements

( yes   ( no

  (e.g. special modules for students in particular disciplines)
If Yes, specify:
	The general targets described here above will be effectively adapted to the specificity of every specialized vocabulary requested.


- Duration

	Total number of classes, out of which:
	h. 140

	Hours in classroom
	h. 80

	Hours of  practice conversation/language laboratory
	h. 20

	other (please specify): Cultural activities

	h. 40


- assessment (specify if the assessment is made by written/oral examination, assignment,  etc.)

	Oral and written examinations; home assignments throughout the course duration; final test paper.



· Course facilities

-  Teaching aids
	( audio/video materials

	( computer/software

	( handouts/printed texts

	( transparencies

	( other : (specify)




-  Library
yes (    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	9.00 AM – 1.00 P.M.

	opening days
	Mondays – Fridays

	address
	Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Faculty of Letters, Department of Romanian for Foreign Students, Bd. Carol I, nr. 11, 700506 Iasi  


-  Language laboratory
yes (    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	9.00 AM – 1.00 P.M.

	opening days
	Mondays – Fridays

	address
	Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Faculty of Letters, Department, Bd. Carol I, nr. 11, 700506 Iasi  

	cost
	free-of-charge


· Cultural  component

-  Short description of the cultural elements included in the course: objectives and teaching methods
	The course, through the above-described methods, outlines the main values of Romanian culture and civilization (historical, ethnographic, folkloric aspects). The participation of the foreign students in different cultural activities and at different artistic manifestations ensures their direct contact with the everyday realities of Romanian culture and adds to its integration within the European context.


- Duration

	Total hours of activities
	h. 40


· Teachers and support staff

	
	Number of...:

	( Teachers
	4

	( administrators
	2

	( Students
	


Part II: Course(s) description
Course no:  2
level: 

I: Beginner course



 FORMCHECKBOX 

II: Intermediate course



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	From...
	To...

	Period:


	18 January 2010
	12 February 2010


· Language component

- Short Description of language component: objectives and teaching methods 

	This course aims at acquainting students with general main aspects of Romanian phonetics (standard pronunciation), morphology (an operational perspective on the morphological system of the Romanian language), syntax and phraseology (common structures, syntagmatic levels), vocabulary (focus on fundamental vocabulary). The most efficient methods will be used in order to ensure the participants' communicative and linguistic competence: analytical - descriptive, notional - situational, pragmatic – operational methods.


- subject-specific language elements

( yes   ( no

  (e.g. special modules for students in particular disciplines)
If Yes, specify:
	The general targets described here above will be effectively adapted to the specificity of every specialized vocabulary requested.


- Duration

	Total number of classes, out of which:
	h. 140

	Hours in classroom
	h. 80

	Hours of  practice conversation/language laboratory
	h. 20

	other (please specify): Cultural activities


	h. 40


- assessment (specify if the assessment is made by written/oral examination, assignment,  etc.)

	Oral and written examinations; home assignments throughout the course duration; final test paper.




· Course facilities

-  Teaching aids
	( audio/video materials

	( computer/software

	( handouts/printed texts

	( transparencies

	( other : (specify)




-  Library
yes (    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	9.00 AM – 1.00 P.M.

	opening days
	Mondays – Fridays

	address
	Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Faculty of Letters, Department of Romanian for Foreign Students, Bd. Carol I, nr. 11, 700506 Iasi  


-  Language laboratory
yes (    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	9.00 AM – 1.00 P.M.

	opening days
	Mondays – Fridays

	address
	Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Faculty of Letters, Department, Bd. Carol I, nr. 11, 700506 Iasi  

	cost
	free-of-charge


· Cultural  component

-  Short description of the cultural elements included in the course: objectives and teaching methods
	The course, through the above-described methods, outlines the main values of Romanian culture and civilization (historical, ethnographic, folkloric aspects). The participation of the foreign students in different cultural activities and at different artistic manifestations ensures their direct contact with the everyday realities of Romanian culture and adds to its integration within the European context.


- Duration

	Total hours of activities
	h. 40


· Teachers and support staff

	
	Number of...:

	( Teachers
	4

	( administrators
	2

	( Students
	


Prof.dr. Vasile IŞAN,
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Rector
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